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ranks will be composed of believers in non-violence. They
will be servants, not masters, of the people. The people
will instinctively render them every help, and through
mutual co-operation they will easily deal with the ever
decreasing disturbances. The police force will have some
kind of arms, but they will be rarely used, if at all. In
fact the policemen will be reformers. Their police work will
be confined primarily to robbers and dacoits. Quarrels
between labour and capital and strikes will be few and
far between in a non-violent State, because the influence
of the non-violent majority will be so great as to command
the respect of the principal elements in society. Similarly
there will be no room for communal disturbances. Then
we must remember that when such a Congress govern-
ment comes into power the large majority of men and
women of 21 years and over will have been 'enfranchised.
The rigid and cramped constitution of today has of course
no place in this picture.

Sevagram, 20-8-'40

Hayan, 1-9-1940
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NON-VIOLENCE OF THE BRAVE
A correspondent writes:

"You say non-violence is for the brave, not for cowards. But,
in my opinion, in India the brave are conspicuous by their absence.
Even if we claim to be brave, how is the world to believe us when
it knows that India has no arms and is therefore incapable of defend-
ing herself? What then should we do to cultivate non-violence
of the brave?"

The correspondent is wrong in thinking that in India
the brave axe conspicuous by their absence. It is a matter
for shame that because foreigners once labelled us as
cowards we should accept the label. Man often becomes
what he believes himself to be. If I keep on saying to myself
that I tarmt do a certain thing, it is possible that I may
end by really becoming incapable of doing it.  On the